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Annie Atwood correspondence with the Museum of Fine Arts 1959-1962 
 

Annie Augusta Atwood (1872-1964) was one of nine children of Solomon Dodge Atwood and 

Florence Adelaide Dodge Atwood of New Boston, N.H. Solomon was the son of the Reverend 

John Atwood (1795-1873).  
 

 
 

In 1845, a 16-year-old artist named Henry F. Darby painted a portrait of “The Reverend John Atwood and 

His Family.”  This portrait, six feet tall and eight feet wide, hung on a wall in the Atwood home in New 

Boston for over a hundred years. 

 

In 1959 Annie and her sister Florence Frances Atwood (1874-1961) offered the portrait to the Museum of 

Fine Arts in Boston, thinking that was the best way to preserve the oil-on-canvas painting. Thomas 

Maytham of the MFA responded to Annie’s letters politely at first, and with greater enthusiasm after he 

visited the Atwood sisters in New Boston to see the painting for himself. 

 

Who was Annie’s correspondent? Thomas Northrup Maytham (1931-2029) was the Assistant of the 

Department of Paintings at the MFA at the time of this correspondence. Maytham graduated from Yale 

University in 1956 with a Master of Fine Arts degree. He later became the MFA’s Curator of Paintings 
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until 1967, when he went to the Seattle Art Museum. Maytham was the Director of the Denver Art 

Museum from 1974-1983. 

 

The Atwood portrait is now on display at the Museum of Fine Arts. The New Boston Historical Society 

thanks Carly Bieterman of the MFA for sharing Annie’s correspondence with us.  

 

A scan of Annie’s first letter to the MFA may be seen on the next page. Here is a transcription: 

 

Tel. Trinity 4-5568 

August 5, 1959 

 

Director Perry T. Rathbone 

Boston Museum of Fine Arts 

Boston, Mass. 

 

Dear Sir: 

In a Boston newspaper of last spring or the late winter appeared a woodcut of the “Moore” family 

portrait now being shown in the Boston museum, having been exhibited at the Brussels’ World Fair. 

I am prompted to write to you of “our family portrait,” seemingly of the same school, depicting 

the daily devotional hour in the home of Rev. and Mrs. John Atwood at their home in Concord, New 

Hampshire, with their six children. The painting was executed in 1845 by H. F. Darby; signature and date 

appear in lower right-hand corner. Canvas is 8 x 6 ft. and unframed has hung on the wall of an Atwood 

house, either in Concord or New Boston well over a hundred years. Mr. Atwood was a prominent figure 

in New Hampshire history both in religion and politics. 

If you should be interested in acquiring the painting I’d suggest that New Boston is an easy and 

pleasant drive from your city. I can give detailed information concerning the life work and political career 

of my grandfather. I am sincerely yours, 

(Miss) Annie A. Atwood 

 

 

 
 

“Joseph Moore and His Family” was painted in 1839 by Erastus Salisbury Field. The oil-on-canvas 

portrait is 7 x 8 feet in size. It was purchased for the MFA in 1958 by Maxim Karolik, the benefactor who 

later acquired the Atwood portrait for the museum. 
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Sketch of the portrait made in 1959, possibly by Thomas Maytham during his visit? 
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(undated letter) 
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Annie Atwood was 89 years old when she wrote this letter, a year after her sister Florence died. 

Annie died two years after this letter was written. (The scan is incomplete.) 


